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Newspaper Clips 
December 24, 2015 

President Obama to honour IIT alumnus with America’s 

highest science award 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/president-obama-to-honour-iit-alumnus-with-

americas-highest-science-award/ 

Dr Rakesh 

Jain has received numerous awards for his work on tumor biology, particularly research on the link between 

tumor blood vessels and improving the effects of chemotherapy and radiation treatment. 

President Barack Obama will felicitate a 65-year-old Indian-American professor at the Harvard Medical School 

with the US’ highest honours for achievement and leadership in advancing the fields of science and technology, 

the White House has said. 

Dr Rakesh K Jain, an IIT-Kanpur alumnus and professor of tumor biology at Massachusetts General Hospital in 

the Harvard Medical School, will receive the National Medal of Science at a White House ceremony early next 

year. Jain is among the nine latest recipients of the National Medal of Science. Eight persons have been chosen 

for the latest National Medal of Technology and Innovation. 

The White House yesterday announced the recipients of the National Medal of Science and National Medal of 

Technology and Innovation, America’s highest honors for achievement and leadership in advancing the fields 

of science and technology. 

“Science and technology are fundamental to solving some of our Nation’s biggest challenges. The knowledge 

produced by these Americans today will carry our country’s legacy of innovation forward and continue to help 

countless others around the world. Their work is a testament to American ingenuity,” Obama said. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/president-obama-to-honour-iit-alumnus-with-americas-highest-science-award/
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Jain has received numerous awards for his work on tumor biology, particularly research on the link between 

tumor blood vessels and improving the effects of chemotherapy and radiation treatment. 

He received his B.Tech degree from the IIT-Kanpur in Chemical Engineering in 1972. The National Medal of 

Science was created by statute in 1959 and is administered for the White House by the National Science 

Foundation. Awarded annually, the Medal recognises individuals who have made outstanding contributions to 

science and engineering. 

More youngster enrolling for higher education: HRD survey 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/hrd-survey/1/553459.html 

It is the youth who is interested higher education, reveals Human Resource Development (HRD) ministry 

survey. According to the survey, people of age group of 18-23 years are enrolling for higher education. PTI 

reports state that the Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in India has risen to 23.6 pe rcent in 2014-15 from 23 per 

cent a year before.  

Here are the highlights of the survey: 

 Mostly people from age group of 18 to 23 years are enrolling for higher education 

 Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) rose to 23.6 per cent in 2014-15 from 23 per cent in 2013-2014 

 The total enrollment in Higher Education is estimated to be 33.3 million with 17.9 million boys and 15.4 million 
girls 

 The GER for male population is 24.5 percent and for females is 22.7 percent 

 The number of female teachers have come down per 100 males. All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
reveals that there are 64 female teachers per 100 male teachers in 2014-2015. In 2013-2014, there were 65 
female teachers per 100 male teachers 

HRD minister Smriti Irani who unveiled the survey report expressed her concern and asked MHRD to formulate 

schemes so that there are more women teaching in higher education institutions. She also expressed her 

willingness to make the data collection faster for these surveys. 

My journey to IIT Tirupati!  

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/my-journey-to-iit-tirupati-38216123 

IIT JEE: few consider this the toughest of all entrance exams in India. I was of the same opinion, something 

more than just that, in fact. 

I passed my Class 10 exams with flying colours. Then came the biggest question for my life, "What to do now? 

Shall I take MPC or BiPC?" I had no idea. So I left it to my father. Few days later he came home, as usual from 

office, and said, "You are going to prepare for IIT JEE." I agreed as I didn't have any idea about which course to 

opt for.  A few days later I joined college. My mind was blank, since none of my school friends joined with me. 

Life was boring. Completely new faces, and my best friend was only me. Gradually I started making friends in 

my class. Unexpectedly, boring college life started becoming interesting. Is this what I came to this college for? 

No, the main reason is to crack IIT JEE. I started preparing, and at the same time enjoying with friends. The 
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beginning of my preparation was quite wild but later it turned out to be interesting. The class were interesting 

and the professors awesome, they always clarified each and every doubt we had. I took suggestions from them 

regarding which book to read and prepare from. 

Apart from IIT JEE, we even have to study for our board exams. We spent time for it with great concentration; 

the fact is the concentration I showered on my board exams is greater than the concentration I displayed for IIT 

JEE. The only doubt I had, 'the IIT JEE is a tough exam, how can I crack it?' Keeping this in mind, I put my 

efforts on weekend exams, conducted every Saturday and Monday. These weekend exams helped me a lot at the 

end, letting us know the topics we had to concentrate on. 

Days passed like that and the countdown for the IIT JEE began. Earlier my preparation was partial and that 

preparation was for marks, as I didn't know the importance of IIT. Then I started preparing for myself. I started 

enjoying whatever I study; now what I do is not just for marks but for my future. I took suggestions from my 

professors. There was a stage where I thought of giving up, but my professors gave me hope, saying, "Don't 

think you are preparing for IIT JEE. Don't fix the boundaries, just think that you are doing it out of your 

interest." People don't believe it, but those words are true. You can't achieve anything unless you do it out of 

your own interest. With that attitude, I cleared the IIT JEE and joined IIT Tirupati. 

IIT TIRUPATI: New place and new environment, it has people from most Indian states. Till then, I was of the 

opinion that newly born IITs do not have proper facilities and faculty. But to my surprise, though we are the 

pioneer batch, I didn't find any problem here. Hostels are very good, better than I expected. The temporary 

academic building is also quite good with labs and classrooms. The faculty are experienced and no one can even 

imagine that a newly born IIT can be this good. The first semester has completed successfully and we are going 

to enter the second semester after the vacation. A new beginning to start in the New Year. 
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Goodyear, Usher Agro and IISc co-develop green silica 

extraction process 

http://www.business-standard.com/content/b2b-chemicals/goodyear-usher-agro-and-iisc-co-develop-green-

silica-extraction-process-115122300660_1.htmlUsher has secured loan from Dutch firm FMO & Germany's 

DEG to finance the world's first commercial scale plant for green silica, which can be used in tyre production 

Agro processing company Usher Agro, in collaboration with the open innovation team of Goodyear Tire 

and Rubber Company and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, has developed an extraction 

process for producing 'green' precipitated silica from rice husk ash. The produced silica will be used by 

Goodyear to replace carbon black and traditional silica in high performance tyres. 

  

In fact, Goodyear is reportedly in process of setting up a consumer tyre plant using silica derived from 

rice husk ash – an agri-waste – in China. For this, Goodyear on June 9, 2015 reached a supply agreement 

with Yihai Food and Oil Industry in China for silica derived from rice husk ash. 

  

Compared to carbon black and traditional silica, green silica reduces rolling resistance. Lower rolling 

resistance, in turn, results in savings to the end-user as it improves a vehicle's fuel economy. 

  

As a next step, Usher Eco will set up world’s first commercial scale silica extraction plant for producing 

‘green’ high quality precipitated silica from rice husk ash. This ash is generated by burning rice husk 

(outer cover of the paddy) in the boiler of a rice husk fired biomass power plant, in a closed system. 

  

For financing the green silica plant, Usher Eco, the subsidiary of Usher Agro, has signed a transaction with 

FMO, the Dutch development bank, and DEG, the German development finance institution, for $ 28 

million senior secured loan (shared equally between DEG and FMO). Besides, FMO has subscribed to non-

convertible debentures of the Indian rupee equivalent of $ 7.5 million issued by Usher Agro Ltd. 

  

In addition to silica plant, Usher Eco will use the financing to expand its rice husk based waste-to-energy 

facility from 16 MW to 34 MW. 

  

This landmark transaction is a first and innovative step to towards large scale access to 'green' silica and 

contributes to co-generation in the energy-deprived state of Uttar Pradesh, said FMO in a press release. 

  

Hubertus Pleister, director corporates Asia at DEG, said, "We are happy to support the vision of Usher Eco 

on expanding on their 'green' approach of using rice husks as a green energy supplier by also extracting 

silica from the ashes after which the ash can be used as fertiliser." 
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